
ÉCOLE PARKSIDE 

Did you Know? 

Reading Recovery 

support has doubled 

this school year! 

Our Reading Recov-

ery teachers are now 

able to work with 8 

students each day, 

up from 4 last year! 
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The Monthly Admin Newsletter 
Welcome to the École Parkside Admin Newsletter. The format of this letter is more 
bloglike, in that in this letter I will discuss the many happenings around our school 
from my perspective as principal.  

It is my hope that through this communication I will be able to share highlights and 
happenings with our school community. I also hope to address issues that I am 
often asked about and explain some of the rational behind decisions made at the 
school level. From time to time I will also share information from the district per-
spective with the goal of ensuring that all Parkside families have as much infor-
mation as possible as we prepare for our move to École Montrose for the 2016-
2017 school year.  

The format of this newsletter will always highlight four topics; Quality Instruction, 
Purposeful Engagement, Effective Leadership and Collaborative Practices. These 
selections were made as they also happen to be the four pillars, or puzzle pieces 
the district uses to align it’s goals with those of the province, and the framework for 
which all schools work to improve achievement within the Grande Prairie Public 
School District. 

I sincerely hope that through this communication parents, guardians and the École 
Parkside community feel more connected with our school and its happenings.  

As always if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me at matthew.pepper@gppsd.ab.ca 

Regards, 

Matthew Pepper   
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Quality Instruction 

Our Embedded Learning Support Model 

As the new person at École Parkside, I must say that I have been very impressed 

with the dedication and commitment to educational excellence displayed by all 

teachers at the school. Much of the communication I have had with the École 

Parkside community, including parents and guardians, has revolved around the 

teachers and the high quality work they display with their students on a daily ba-

sis. 

I wanted to take the opportunity to discuss our new embedded learning support 

model. In previous years, students who required additional support were typically 

pulled out of the regular classroom setting to receive additional supports. While 

this one on one or small group support was individualized, our teachers were con-

cerned that these students were missing out on important learning opportunities 

happening in the classroom while they were away. 

Through our new embedded model, the learning support teachers, Mme Johanne 

or Mrs. Wilson enter the regular classroom and work with small groups of students 

within the classroom setting. During this time, the teachers are usually doing other 

focused activities and small group instruction with other students ensuring that we 

are maximizing the time our pupils have in receiving support. During this small 

group instruction those students not working directly with a teacher are working on 

other curriculum related items which support the learning happening in the room 

for everyone. 

What this ensures is that targeted support occurs with those students who most 

need it. The support occurs almost daily and last about 20 minutes. It is our belief 

that our students receive more targeted support with this model as it is the learn-

ing support teacher and not the students who transition maximizing time on task, 

and ensuring that important classroom topics are not missed because of interven-

tion. This 20 minutes intervention is focused and deliberate. As an added benefit, 

our classroom teachers have the opportunity to work with all students during these 

defined times ensuring classroom content is still covered by all. 

Purposeful         
Engagement 

Our Celebration of 
Learning Assembly 

We recently celebrated our first 

Celebration of Learning Assembly. 

Unlike traditional assemblies, 

where the focus is generally on the 

adults and the information they 

share, these assemblies flip the 

script and put the power back in 

our students hands. The idea be-

hind the celebration of learning 

assembly is that all students at 

École Parkside learn, and are ex-

cited about what they are learning. 

These assemblies provide our 

students with the avenue to 

demonstrate their learning, share 

their experiences and build excite-

ment for others in our school. 

This month we had our first as-

sembly, which was hosted by a 

very talented trio or students in 

grade four. These students not 

only emceed the event, but also 

wrote the script and practiced to 

ensure they were well prepared 

and ready to go. They did a fantas-

tic job and more importantly were 

proud to take part in this leader-

ship opportunity.  

Continued next page 

 

 



Our assembly featured a 
story written and illustrated 
by a talented young lady in 
her English Language Arts 
class. The students were 
captivated by her drawings 
and listened intently as she 
read aloud. Mme Barsalou’s 
class came up in its entirety 
and shared things they are 
able to do. Their writings 
modeled Louise Gravel’s 
book Je peux… and includ-
ed things they can do inside 
and outside of the class-
room. Lastly Mme Jessica’s 
class demonstrated their 
understanding of patterns, 
showing these through a 
variety of physical move-
ments.  

All in all it was a great first 
assembly. Look for the invi-
tations on facebook and in 
the next newsletter for our 
November assembly. Alt-
hough the final agenda has 
yet to be finalized, we do 
know it will feature the tal-
ents of all three grade four 
classes. We should be in for 
a treat! 

 

Collaborative Practices 
School Data Days 

During the last three Friday half days École Parkside teachers have been busy 

looking at data and ways to improve our instruction. Our staff took time to go over 

Math and French language arts data of all current Parkside students. We looked 

at historical report card data, GB+ and Fountas and Pinnell reading assessment 

data as well. Using this data as well as French Immersion Grade 6 Provincial 

Achievement Test results from École Montrose, teachers in our school looked at 

areas of needs and came up with a plan to address these areas. 

All teachers worked in grade level teams to identify areas of concern and came up 

with next steps in order to address these areas. This in depth analysis has helped 

support teachers in understanding what we do really well as a staff and identify 

areas where we need to focus more attention to ensure our students can achieve 

success.  

As teachers created goals to address the identified issues, we also began to set 
school improvement goals in the areas of Math and Literacy. These goals will sup-
port the grade level work of the teachers and ensure that we see targeted im-
provements in our two focus areas. 



Stay up to date 

Our Newsletters go out 

twice a month.  

Sign up for these     

newsletters at our École 

Parkside website      

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/

school/parkside/Pages/

default.aspx 

Stay up to date with day 

to day happenings on our 

school facebook page 

www.facebook.com/

ecoleparkside 

 

Effective Leadership 
Using District Resources to Enhance our 

Classroom Instruction 

Our staff has remained committed to continually improving and are one of the dis-

trict leaders in terms of their use of district based supports. The Grande Prairie 

Public School District employs teachers who work as instructional coaches to help 

our classroom teachers bring evidence-based practices into classrooms. Using 

these coaches allows for our teachers to gain important professional development 

without leaving the comfort of the classroom. They are able to learn from, watch 

and receive feedback on their instruction so that they can continue as lifelong 

learners with the ultimate goal of improving their abilities to ensure instruction is 

effective. 

In additional to classroom instructional coaches, our teachers have worked exten-
sively with our District Math Coordinator, our Gifted and Talented Coordinator, our 
Inclusive Education Support Team and our Peace Collaborative Services team. 
These relationships are essential as each one of these groups provide specific 
expertise about their fields to help improve instruction and supports for all students 
at École Parkside. 

 

 

Special Thanks 

Huge shout out to the 

Friends of École Parkside 

Fundraising Society for 

their recent events. 

Please add their next 
events to your calendars. 

Oct 30  Family Dance 

Nov 6  Cookie Sale  

Nov 20 Shopping Night 

   A Few of Your  
   Favorite Things.  

Dec 31 NYE Comedy 

   Night 




